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bespeak a condition of free competition in which the price
of a commodity can be settled at a fair rate. In one case
which we have already mentioned in Chapter VII, Rs.338
were taken per acre, for a plot of jarayat land which sells
at an average price of Rs. 60 per acre.
Thus we see that the rise in the value of land is partly
due to the rise in the prices of farm produce, and partly to
the pressure of population on land resulting in unhealthy
competition. To this may be added two other considera-
tions, which generally play an important part in raising
land values :
(i) It is widely known that land has a prestige value1
in our rural areas. Our enquiry into the manners and cus-
toms of the Dhodias, a section of the Kaliparaj, showed
that this idea of prestige was one serious consideration
with them in the selection of a bridegroom for a girl. One
of them informed us that he found numerous difficulties
in finding suitable girls to marry his sons when he was
landless. He, therefore, purchased a small plot of 7 gun-
thas, and now he finds that he is looked upon with respect.
Even among an intelligent and literate community like
the Anavilis, ownership of landed property is regarded
as a qualification for a young man to be selected as a suit-
able match for a girl.
(ii) Moreover, partly due to the lack of banking facilities
and partly to their ignorance of modern forms of invest-
ment, the villagers invest their savings, if any, in land.
This increases the demand for land and consequently
raises land values. Very recently in the village under
study, a few Kolis who are serving as teachers in the
neighbouring villages, invested their savings in purchasing
12 acres for Rs. 3750 or at an average price of Rs. 312^
per acre.
Thus it is obvious that the rise in the price of land is
partly due to the rise in the price of farm produce ; partly
to the unhealthy competition consequent upon great pres-
1 Cf. Report on an Economic Survey of Bairampur, Bhalla, p. 112.